
 

Perennial grassy 
weeds 

Spreading patches of grassy weeds can become a big problem. There are several 
types of “grassy weeds”, but they usually start out as a small patch and get bigger 
each year. Some spread by seed, but most have above ground spreading 
structures called stolons that are easily pulled up. Lawn mowers tend to spread 
the stolons increasing the number of these weedy patches. Depending on the 
type of weed there may be a chemical that can treat it. Applying a Roundup type 
herbicide to these green and actively growing weeds to kill them completely is the 
first step. You may have to wait a little while in the spring for these weeds to turn 
green before you apply the Roundup.  Be sure to read and follow the directions 
on the herbicide label. 

 

TIP: Purdue University’s College of Agriculture website has some great resources 
for identification and control of common turfgrass / lawn weeds. Check it out 
HERE:  https://ag.purdue.edu/btny/purdueweedscience/resources/weed-
herbicide-id/ 


